VII.

THE COINAGE OF THE EEIGN OF

EDWAED IV.

(See Plates IX-XV.)

MUCH has been written at various times by different
authorities on the coins of this reign, but all has been of
a more or less partial and incomplete nature, so far as I
am aware. This is probably due to the great abundance
of the coins, and the variety of the issues both from the
royal and ecclesiastical mints, which makes the task of
dealing with the subject in anything like a complete
manner more than usually tedious and difficult. I am,
however, induced to attempt it, although I have long
hesitated, owing to the large amount of repetition that
is unavoidably involved.

A brief outline of the reign of Edward IV, with special
reference to the events which may have some bearing
upon the subject of the coinage, is perhaps desirable as a
prelude, and may not be considered out of place.

The weak character of Henry VI had, especially during
the latter years of his reign, gradually caused attention
to be drawn to the defective title to the throne which he
had derived from his father and grandfather, and to the
fact that Eichard, Duke of York, was the heir by heredi-
tary right of Eichard II. In the Parliament assembled
at Westminster in October, 1460, the duke formally